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THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


The health of the ecumenical movement depends 
upon the vigor and freshness of the missionary 
‘passion from which it sprang. Certainly the forms 
and patterns of the Church’s missionary work have 
changed and will change more. We are in a world 
different from the world of Ziegenbalg, Carey, and 


_ Livingstone. The word “missionary” in the years 
ahead of us is going to conjure up a picture dif- 
ferent from the 19th century one with which we are 
familiar. A big place in that picture will be 
taken by the missionaries of the Asian ond African 
churches, and by men and women who are not the paid 
agents of a missionary society, but servants of 
Christ in secular employment. ; 

But the missionary passion, the longing that 
“the world may know” must remain central to the 
“ecumenical’’ movement. The very word “ecumenical” 
should remind us of that. It is a word which de- 
rives its meaning from the world, not from the 

church. It should bring to every one who hears it 
a picture not primarily of interchurch discussions, 
but of the going out of the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth, and the gathering together in Christ of 

all tribes and nations of men. 

Of that true understanding of the word “ecu- 
menical’ the forthcoming Assembly of the World 

-Council of Churches and the Internationa] Mission- 
ary Council at New Delhi will surely be a potent 
symbol. Its theme, “Jesus Christ the Light of the 
World,” is a reminder to all who have any part in 
it that our concern is with a Gospel for all men. 
Its place at the capital city of India will make 
it impossible for the delegates to evade the chal- 
lenge to a faith of the great non-Christian systems 
of life. 

And the fact that it will be the occasion of 
the uniting of these two world bodies in one, so 
that from thenceforth the World Council of Churches 
will itself carry the direct responsibility for 
missionary counsel and cooperation which the I.M.C. 

has carried for half a century, will surely mean 
in the end that all the churches will have to take 

this missionary responsibility much more deeply to 
heart than they have done hitherto, will have to 
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| PACIFIK 
learn that to be a Christian congregation anywhere 
is to be part of aemission which reaches out to 
the ends of the earth. 
--Bishop Lesslie Newbigin 


THE SAMOA CONFERENCE 


The summer of 1961 has been a time of great 
events for the churches of the South Pacific. In 
the first place, there was held in Western Samoa 
the first Conference of Churches and Missions in 
the Pacific. For nearly a fortnight the represen- 
tatives of churches from the vast area of the South 
Pacific, together with those of their related mis- 
sion boards, lived together in the lovely compound 
of the Malua Theological College as the guests of 
the Samoan Churches. Most of those who came had 
long journeys to make, and their travel expenses 
were met--often with real sacrifice--by the churches 
and missions which sent them. They came from an 
area extending from Western New Guinea to Tahiti, 
and from such diverse situations as that in Samoa 
and Tonga where the long established church is 
almost coterminous with the community, to that in 
the highlands of New Guinea where the churches are 
making their very first contacts with primitive 
and isolated tribes. They represented Anglican, 
Baptist, Congregational, Lutheran, Methodist and 
Presbyterian-Reformed traditions of churchmanship. 
It was the very first time that these widely 
scattered churches had been able to come together 
to think ond pray together about God’s work in the 
Pacific. 

There was a deep sense that the meeting had been 
held, in God’s providence, at the right moment. Old- 
established churches which have lived in the relative 
seclusion of a world largely untouched by change, are 
now facing the invasion of new forces which threaten 
to destroy the old ways of life. Patterns of the 
ministry suited to a stable, patriarchal society, 
break down in these new conditions. Old ways of 
family life are threatened. Young people find them- 
selves estranged from the Church. New problems-- 
political, social, economic--press upon the churches. 
All these things made the Conference timely. But 


when we came to the end we knew that they were not 
the most urgent and pressing challenges. We had 
spent the first part of every day studying the 


Epistle to the Galatians together and in small groups. 


We had discovered how urgently and searchingly the 
word of God was pressing upon us, showing us that 
the Church is called to live by faith and grace, 
and that conformity is not enough; reminding us 
that--from the days of Abraham--God’s people have 
been a pilgrim people. It was above ail under the 
pressure of the Word of God that we came at the end 
to feel in a new way that we were one people called 
to one task. 

That conviction found practical] expression in 
the decision to establish a Continuation Committee, 
and to ask the I.M.C. to provide it with a Secre- 
tary. As a result, the Reverend Vavae Toma, a 
minister of the Samoan Church (L.M.S.) is now work- 
ing as the area secretary for the Pacific. He will 
have big tasks to tackle and long journeys to under- 
take; but he starts with the spiritual impetus 
which the Malua Conference has given. Friends of 
the I.M.C. will surely wish to support him in their 
prayers, and some may wish also to help us to find 
the funds to continue this service to the Pacific 
Island churches. 

Immediately after the Malua Conference ended, 
another meeting convened which made another im- 
portant decision in the field of inter-church 
cooperation. It was a consultation convened by the 
Theological Education Fund Committee to consider 
the future of ministerial training in the Pacific 
area. After a week of deliberation, in which 
responsible theological teachers from all over the 
area participated, it was decided to recommend to 
the churches the establishment of a Central 
Theological College of high grade to serve the whole 
area, the College to be located at Suva, Fiji 
Islands. An organizing secretary was appointed and 
encouraging responses have already come from several 
churches. The T.E.F. Committee at its recent meeting 
has also undertaken to give a substantial grant to 
assist the plan. There cam be no doubt that if this 
plan goes forward, as there is good reason to hope 
that it will, the whole Christian witness in the 
Pacific area will receive a powerful new impetus. 

--Bishop Lesslie Newbigin 


(Printed reports of both these meetings are 
available from the I.M.C. office. The Samoa 
Conference report is entitled Beyond the 
Reef and is priced at 75¢. The T.E.F. Con- 
sultation report has as its title Theological 
Education in the Pacific. Price: 65¢.) 


A CHRISTIAN CENTER FOR NORTH AFRICAN STUDIES 


We give a warm welcome to this latest accession 
to the ranks of Christian Study Centers, which 
was formally inaugurated in Algiers on January 15 
this year. The establishment of such a Center has 


been in careful consideration for some time. The 
remarkable thing is that friends in Algiers have 
not allowed all the uncertainties of recent polit- 
ical developments to deter them from going ahead 
with this important project. 

Behind this venture lies a conviction on the 
part of churches and of missionaries in Algeria 
that the Holy Spirit has been leading them to a 
greater concern for the Arab section of the popu- 
lation. The Gospel is as much for them as for the 
black peoples of Africa, but the former have been 
relatively neglected, just because it is so diffi- 
cult to reach them with the Christian message. A 
better language equipment, a sounder knowledge of 
Islam, a genuine cultural appreciation, and a fresh 
theological understanding of the Church’s task-- 
these are the requirements for effective evangelism, 
and it is these which the Center has been set up to 
provide. 

The Methodist Church of North Africa has made 
available simple but adequate premises for the 
Center’s work on the Methodist compound at El-biar, 
situated on the outskirts of Algiers. They have 
also provided a full-time member of staff--Dr. W.N. 
Heggoy. Other supporting bodies are the Reformed 
Church of Algeria, the Paris Mission, CIMADE, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and various 
missionary societies working in Algeria. The Center 
will operate as on autonomous body under its own 
Board of Management, the President of which is the 
Rev. A. Chatoney, President of the Regional Council 
of the French Reformed Church in Algeria. 

It is anticipated that Professor Jean Bichon, 

a French expert in Islamic studies, who at one time 
worked at Alexandria, will be in a position to give 
full-time service as Director of the Center from 
this month onwards. There will be other language- 
instructors and part-time lecturers. Lecture courses 
and seminars will include instruction on the history 
and sociology of North Africa, and the religion and 
psychology of North African peoples. It is hoped 3 
that Muslims will themselves participate in some of 
the Center programs. 

The Center has a threefold aim: (a) to give 
training to missiondries [both new and old] and to 
dedicated Christian laymen and Iaywomen who feel 
the call to Christian service among Muslims; (b) to 
engage in such studies and research as may assist 
the mission of the Church in North Africa: and (c) 
to establish a place of meeting and encounter 
between Christians and Muslims. 

It is probable that; as time goes on, a helpful © 
liaison will be established with the Study Program 
of the Near East Christian Council, of which Dr. 
Kenneth Cragg is the distinguished leader, and 
with the I.M.C. “Islam in Africa” project. Going 
further afield, the Center may establish working 
relations with the Henry Martyn Institute of 
Islamic Studies in India and with the Study Com- 
mission of the West Pakistan Christian Council, In 


1962 a Conference is to be held in Indonesia on 


“The Encounter of Christianity with Islam in the 
Revolutionary Situation in South East Asia.” If it 
proves possible for Professor Bichon or Dr. Heggoy 
to attend as an oberver, it will be a further 
opportunity for useful exchange of views and 
experience, 

Other Centers, of course, exist in different 
parts of the world for the study of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, the New Religions of Japan, the thought 
forms of secularized peoples, and the relation of 
religion and society. These Study Centers are 
avowedly Christian, and aim at facilitating the 
communication of the Gospel to others. This does 
not vitiate their study enterprise, for in the 
nature of the case what is demanded of them is 
that they shall seek the most accurate understand- 
ing and the fairest possible representation of the 
faith and culture with which they deal. 

V.E.W.H. 


URBANISM 


The Bible story moves from the innocence of the 
Garden of Eden to the glory of the City of God. 
This progression seems to suggest that it is within 
the purpose of God that men and women should, by 
His redemptive grace, be fitted to live together in 
peace and mutual upbuilding in the complex inter- 
relations of city life. 

In his memorable new book, The City in History,* 


| Lewis Mumford shows the creative possibilities of 


the city and the repeated tragic failure of man- 


_ kind to realize those possibilities. “The task of 


the coming city,” he says, “...is to put the 
highest concerns of man at the center of all his 
activities: to unite the scattered fragments of 
the human personality, turning artificially dis- 


‘membered men--bureaucrats, specialists, ‘experts, 


depersonalized agents--into complete human beings, 
repairing the damage that has been done by...the 
absence of organic partnerships and ideal purposes. 
... For the city should be an organ of love; and 
the best economy of cities is the care and culture 
of men.” 

In Africa, even more than in America, the cities 


as they now exist are very far from fulfilling 


these creative possibilities. Hordes of displaced, 
disoriented, isolated, insecure people crowd their 
streets and populate their slums; but new bonds 

of community are slow to form among them. What 
little has been done to create fellowship is largely 
the work of the churches. But merely transplanting 
rural patterns of church life to the city is not 


“enough. A deeper concern, a closer identification, 


a more costly involvement are needed. Christians 

in the cities must learn anew what it means to be 
members one of another, the household of faith, the 
family of God’s people, scattered and yet united, 
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permeating the life of the cities with the integrity, 
the moral and social wholeness which has its roots 
in the Gospel. 

The Urban Africa project of the International 
Missionary Council is an effort to move in this 
direction. An initial consultation at Limuru, 
Kenya, last March brought together church leaders 
from fifteen African cities. Specific needs in each 
city were defined and plans outlined. These are 
now being studied in order to develop a few pilot 
projects through which it is hoped that creative 
new patterns of Christian action in urban life may 
emerge. Advice will be welcome from America, or in 
fact from any part of the world, regarding compar- 
able undertakings, ideas, and methods, and espe- 
cially as to persons and groups with special 
competence in this field, whommight usefully be 
related to this endeavor. 

C.W.C, 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND 


The fourth meeting of the Theological Education 
Fund Committee of the International Missionary 
Council was held at the Yale Divinity School in 
New Haven, Conn., August 29-31, 1961. The twenty- 
six elected members were all present, coming from 
fourteen countries--two of which are in Africa, 
two in Latin America, two in North America, four in 
Europe and four in Asia. 

A review of the year’s work showed that the 
T.E.F. in its Library Assistance Program had spent 
approximately $250,000 in book grants alone, given 
to 217 seminaries scattered all over the world. In 
the Textbooks Program the production of basic 
theological texts is being carried out in twelve 
language areas: Chinese, “reduced” and special 
English, Hindi, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, 
Oriya, Portuguese, Sinhalese, Tamil, Telugu and 
Thai. Others will be added to this list as funds 
become available. 

Fifteen Major Grants given to aid the up-grading 
of theological schools now total $1,521,716. These 
have been awarded to seminaries in Argentina, 
Cameroun, Congo, East Africa, Fiji, Ghana, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Nigeria, South Africa, Southern 
Rhodesia and Taiwan. 

A few scholarships have been granted to insti- 
tutions requesting them for individuals whose 
further preparation will serve to improve their 
standards of training of the ministry. Such grants 
went to students and professors from Korea, India, 
Taiwan, Sarawak, Nyasaland, Congo, Egypt and Japan. 

Among the newer activities of the T.E.F. is the 
Special Program for Theological Education in Africa, 
under the direction of the Associate Director, Dr. 
Hans-Werner Gensichen, released by Heidelberg Uni- 
versity for a period of three years for this 
specific purpose. Sixteen Boards of Missions have 
pledged $150,000 annually which is to be used 


principally for four or five regional, annual 
institutes for African teachers in theological 
schools and for pastors who may in the future 
become theological teachers. Under this program 
there will be held also refresher courses for 
pastors and retreats for theological students, both 
bringing in members of the separatist churches. 

The future of the T.E.F., whose mandate was to 
expend its initial resources within five years, re- 
ceived considerable attention. It is now clearly 
evident that the completion of the program of work 
begun under the mandate of the I.M.C. Ghana Assembly 
(1958) will require longer than the five years 
originally envisaged. Present indications are that 
the five-year program of grants to institutions 
could be completed in a total period of seven years 
with existing financial resources. On the other 
hand, the work already done has revealed urgent 
needs and new opportunities in the field of theo- 
logical training which would call for additional 
resources beyond those already in hand or promised. 


The Committee recognizes that a decision to con- 
tinue the work of the Fund for a long period could 
only be taken after the review of operations and 
results which the Ghana Assembly called for. It also 
recognizes that this review cannot be undertaken 
until after the New Delhi Assemblies. 


It is expected that at New Delhi, steps will be 
taken by which the T.E.F.C. mandate will be extend- 
ed from the summer of 1963 to June 30, 1965. This 
will enable the T.E.F. to terminate the programs 
already initiated and also, if a new mandate be 
given, to undertake the planning for the future. It 
is requesting that arrangements be made immediately 
following the New Delhi meetings for review and 
evaluation of the work of the T.E.F.C. with a view 
toward decisions about the future of the Fund. 


From around the world come words of appreciation 
for the work of the T.E.F. Typical are these words 
just received from Fiji: 

Thank you very much indeed for this gift 
which binds us as one great Christian family. 
....We hope and pray that this help from you 
will strengthen us in the Church of Jesus 
Christ, that we may grow and speed forward 
and fulfill the tasks for which we ate 
appointed. 

or, from Madagascar: 

Besides the value of the library books in 
themselves, this evidence of ecumenical care 
and concern will be a very great encourage- 
ment not only to the college, but to the 
whole local church, which is passing through 
a time of very severe difficulties. 


A.P.He 


New Delhi. 
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INTO THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SON 


Let us give thanks for the prayer and fellowship and patience which have led, 
under the guidance of God, to the act of integration to which the International 
Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches are preparing to proceed at 


Let us pray that this bringing together of Christian forces and of diverse gifts 
and experience may promote an ever deeper understanding of the task of evangelism, 
an ever clearer vision of opportunities, a strengthening of partnership in study 
and consultation, and of understanding and brotherhood among the churches. 


International Missionary Council 
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UIVISIUN OF WORLD MISSION AND EVANGELISM of the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


continuing the work of the 


INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
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“January, 1962 


Dear Friends of the World Christian Mission: 


Instead of an issue of the World Mission Newsletter at this 
time, we are sending you herewith a reprint of the article in TIME 
for December 8, 1961, devoted to the Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches at New Delhi. 


Even if you scanned this article before, please read it 
again. Bear in mind that this is not our own view of ourselves. 
This is an independent appraisal by a group of keenly competent 
observers of the world scene. Please note: 


-- the emphasis on "an all-encompassing Christian vision... 
illuminating economics, politics, and all other 
areas of human affairs...expanded to the dimension 
of the New Testament vision," and grounded in Jesus 
Christ “the image of the invisible God, the first- 
born, Ol alt creation.” 


-- the "sense of urgency and change, the clamorous 
new voices of younger churches of Asia and Africa," 
the strong leadership of men like Takenaka, Ibiam, 
Niles, Moses, and Ademola, and their conviction 
that this vision is important to the whole world--now. 


-- the insistence that "we are (all of us!) under pres- 
sure from our environment. The church must become 
part of the world. God doesn't love the church (alone) 
-- God loves the world." 


To help the churches "become part of the world" in an even 
truer sense through the sharing of missionary vision, wisdom, re- 
sources, has always been the task of the International Missionary 
Couneil., 1c will continue’ to» be the task of the Division. of World 
Mission and Evangelism in common with the other units of the World 
Council of Churches. 


We count on your continued prayers, interest, and support. 


sincerely yours, 


George W. Carpenter 


